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Districts Battling Gang Violence Take High Honors In National

Science Competition

October 18, 2017 at 6:38 pm
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BRENTWOOD, N.Y. (CBSNewYork) — Districts plagued with gang
violence took high honors in one of the most prestigious science
competitions in the nation.

Focus and drive are the main ingredients in a successful science research
project, but they can be tough to tap in high school students with real life
obstacles.
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Long Island Students Overcome Gang Violence To Excel In Science « CBS New York

“Homelessness, we have students who are immigrants who English is not
their first language,” Dr. Rebecca Grella said.

In a place known more for gang horrors than academic honors, Brentwood
High School and neighboring Central Islip now count three semifinalists in
the prestigious Siemens competition.

Just eight years ago, Brian Torres fled El Salvador.

“We found out how the chemicals found in soap are dangerous to mussels
found in coastal communities,” he told CBS2’s Carolyn Gusoff.

Pastor Martinez has devised a cleaner hydrogen cell.

“There were many days I'd have one to four hours sleep and then go to
school, but working hard you can'’t avoid it,” he said.

Hard work is essential, but in some communities basics can be
unavailable.

“Many of our lab sites are out in the field. Our students don't have
transportation,” Dr. Grella said.

The districts earned grants to build their own labs, and now partner with
more affluent school districts.

“They can achieve the highest of high by working with someone that may
have a little more than they do. You can’'t compare yourself to someone
else, be what you want to be,” she said.

The schools know what they’re up against — more affluent districts churn
out finalists each year, often start students years earlier, have state of the
art labs, and parents with more resources.

That doesn’t matter to semifinalist Anthonyne Metelus who measured the
effect of pesticides on worms.

“It makes me want to work even harder because | want to prove to
everyone else, just because | don’t have what they have, | can’t do what

they do. | can’'t do it and | can do it better,” he said.

“It says to them; there is absolutely nothing you cannot accomplish,”
Central Islip School District Superintendent, Dr. Howard Koenig added.

All three semifinalists are the first in their families to take their focus and
drive to college.
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There were 491 semifinalists in the competition, Long Island had 56 of
them. On Wednesday, 11 advanced to the regional finals.

The 50 Most Beautiful
Women Over 50

StyleBistro

See The Face Mask That
Drew Barrymore Says
Changed Her Life

Elle | Hanacure

People In Heavy CC Debt
Are In For Big Surprise

U.S. Cardiologist Warns:
Throw Out Your Probiotics
Immediately

Freedom Debt Relief

Gundry MD

[ — T | (T 'i.\"—‘ﬁ'

Don't Buy an Electric
Toothbrush Without
Reading This First.

Quip

It's Like eBay, But
Everything Sells in 90...

Tophatter

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/[3/2/2018 9:10:28 AM]


http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/{
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/{
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/{
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cbslocal-newyork&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cbslocal-newyork&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cbslocal-newyork&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cbslocal-newyork&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cbslocal-newyork&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cbslocal-newyork&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cbslocal-newyork&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:
http://www.stylebistro.com/The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50/?utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-SB-Specials-US-Desktop-RT-RPS-Women-Over-50-2&utm_content=cbslocal-newyork&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg}&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg_The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50
http://www.stylebistro.com/The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50/?utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-SB-Specials-US-Desktop-RT-RPS-Women-Over-50-2&utm_content=cbslocal-newyork&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg}&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg_The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50
http://www.stylebistro.com/The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50/?utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-SB-Specials-US-Desktop-RT-RPS-Women-Over-50-2&utm_content=cbslocal-newyork&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg}&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg_The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50
http://www.stylebistro.com/The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50/?utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-SB-Specials-US-Desktop-RT-RPS-Women-Over-50-2&utm_content=cbslocal-newyork&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg}&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.pictures.zimbio.com%2Fmp%2FMwzQxzCPvo0x.jpg_The+50+Most+Beautiful+Women+Over+50
https://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/debt-settlement-all.html?utm_term=gasgirl.jpg_33a9cb_1220&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_publisher=cbslocal-newyork&utm_content=32860048&utm_adgroup=FDR_W_Sec_B_dk
https://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/debt-settlement-all.html?utm_term=gasgirl.jpg_33a9cb_1220&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_publisher=cbslocal-newyork&utm_content=32860048&utm_adgroup=FDR_W_Sec_B_dk
https://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/debt-settlement-all.html?utm_term=gasgirl.jpg_33a9cb_1220&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_publisher=cbslocal-newyork&utm_content=32860048&utm_adgroup=FDR_W_Sec_B_dk
https://www.weeklyfinancialsolutions.com/landers/pages/debt-settlement-all.html?utm_term=gasgirl.jpg_33a9cb_1220&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_publisher=cbslocal-newyork&utm_content=32860048&utm_adgroup=FDR_W_Sec_B_dk
http://clknext.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10290&trvx=1cbece7c&cid=2&utm_term=cbslocal-newyork
http://clknext.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10290&trvx=1cbece7c&cid=2&utm_term=cbslocal-newyork
http://clknext.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10290&trvx=1cbece7c&cid=2&utm_term=cbslocal-newyork
http://clknext.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10290&trvx=1cbece7c&cid=2&utm_term=cbslocal-newyork
http://clknext.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10290&trvx=1cbece7c&cid=2&utm_term=cbslocal-newyork
http://www.elle.com/beauty/news/a44605/hanacure-mask-review/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.elle.com/beauty/news/a44605/hanacure-mask-review/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.elle.com/beauty/news/a44605/hanacure-mask-review/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.elle.com/beauty/news/a44605/hanacure-mask-review/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.elle.com/beauty/news/a44605/hanacure-mask-review/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.getquip.com/blog/9-reasons-everyone-is-upgrading-to-quip?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.getquip.com/blog/9-reasons-everyone-is-upgrading-to-quip?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.getquip.com/blog/9-reasons-everyone-is-upgrading-to-quip?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.getquip.com/blog/9-reasons-everyone-is-upgrading-to-quip?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.getquip.com/blog/9-reasons-everyone-is-upgrading-to-quip?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://tophatter.com/?categories=electronics&ad_id2=4c64a0&ad_creative_id=abt0008&ad_image=square16.jpg&ad_title=%7B%7BTITLE%7D%7D&source=taboola&campaign=910060&ad_group=Desktop_Tophatter_ElectrnoicsShopCategory&ad_content=61677928&ad_widget=cbslocal-newyork
https://tophatter.com/?categories=electronics&ad_id2=4c64a0&ad_creative_id=abt0008&ad_image=square16.jpg&ad_title=%7B%7BTITLE%7D%7D&source=taboola&campaign=910060&ad_group=Desktop_Tophatter_ElectrnoicsShopCategory&ad_content=61677928&ad_widget=cbslocal-newyork
https://tophatter.com/?categories=electronics&ad_id2=4c64a0&ad_creative_id=abt0008&ad_image=square16.jpg&ad_title=%7B%7BTITLE%7D%7D&source=taboola&campaign=910060&ad_group=Desktop_Tophatter_ElectrnoicsShopCategory&ad_content=61677928&ad_widget=cbslocal-newyork
https://tophatter.com/?categories=electronics&ad_id2=4c64a0&ad_creative_id=abt0008&ad_image=square16.jpg&ad_title=%7B%7BTITLE%7D%7D&source=taboola&campaign=910060&ad_group=Desktop_Tophatter_ElectrnoicsShopCategory&ad_content=61677928&ad_widget=cbslocal-newyork
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/{
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/{
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/{

Long Island Students Overcome Gang Violence To Excel In Science « CBS New York

More From CBS New York

@©CBS New York

NEWS SPORTS EAT.SEE.PLAY
New York News Yankees Eat
New Jersey News Mets See
Connecticut News Giants Play
Weather Jets Travel
Business Knicks

Consumer Nets

Entertainment Rangers

HealthWatch Devils

Politics Islanders

Technology NYCFC

Local

@CBS LOCAL ©2018 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Powered by WordPress.com VIP

WATCH

CBS 2
WLNY TV 10/55
Contests & Promotions

o i1 [=]=

CORPORATE

About Us

Advertise

Business Development
Contact

Mobile

Connect

Only CBS

CBS Television Jobs
CBS Television Public
File

CBS Radio Public File

By viewing our video content, you are accepting the terms of our Video Services Policy

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Your California Privacy Rights | Mobile User Agreement | Ad Choices | EEO
Reports | CBS Television Public File | CBS Radio Public File

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/10/18/long-island-gangs-science/[3/2/2018 9:10:28 AM]


http://newyork.cbslocal.com/
http://www.facebook.com/CBSNewYork
http://twitter.com/CBSnewyork
http://www.youtube.com/user/CBSNewYork
https://www.instagram.com/cbsnewyork/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/ny-news/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/nj-news/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/ct-news/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/weather/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/business/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/consumer-news/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/entertainment-news/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/health/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/politics/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/tech/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/news/local/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/yankees/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/mets/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/giants/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/jets/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/knicks/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/nets/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/rangers/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/devils/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/islanders/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/sports/nycfc/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/eat-see-play/eat
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/eat-see-play/see
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/eat-see-play/play
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/travel/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/station/cbs-2/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/station/wlny/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/contests-promotions/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/about-us/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/about-us/advertising-basics/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/about-us/business-development/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/about-us/contact-us/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/about-us/mobile/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/about-us/connect-with-us/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/category/only-cbs/
http://cbscorporation.jobs/cbs-television-stations/new-jobs/
http://policies.cbslocal.com/fcc/newyork.television.html
http://policies.cbslocal.com/fcc/newyork.television.html
http://policies.cbslocal.com/fcc/newyork.radio.html
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit&utm_term=newyork.cbslocal.com
http://policies.cbslocal.com/privacy/current.html
http://policies.cbslocal.com/terms-of-use/
http://policies.cbslocal.com/privacy/current.html#cali-visitors
http://policies.cbslocal.com/mobile-app-agreement/
http://policies.cbslocal.com/privacy/current.html#onlinead
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/eeo-reports/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/eeo-reports/
http://policies.cbslocal.com/fcc/newyork.television.html
http://policies.cbslocal.com/fcc/newyork.radio.html
http://policies.cbslocal.com/privacy-june-2015/current.html#video-services
http://apps.cbslocal.com/weather/new-york/
http://www1.play.it/audio/60-minutes/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/tag/talkers/

	cbslocal.com
	Long Island Students Overcome Gang Violence To Excel In Science « CBS New York


	1pc2xhbmQtZ2FuZ3Mtc2NpZW5jZS8A: 
	form0: 
	q: Search
	input2: 




