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Agenda •Welcome
• Program overview

• Teacher Certification

• Enrollment information
• Expectations

•Advisement 

•Resources

• Staying connected
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About 
Stony Brook
QUICK TAKE
• 25,272 students
• >2500 faculty
• >140 graduate programs

ACCOLADES
• Among the top 100 universities in the 

nation (U.S.News & World Report).
• Member of the invitation-only 

Association of American Universities, 
comprising the 62 leading research 
institutions in North America.

• Proud home to Nobel laureates, 
Guggenheim fellows and MacArthur 
grant winners.

View of the Wang Center from the academic mall.
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stonybrook.edu/commcms/tobaccofree
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About the
School of 
Professional
Development
• School for working professionals who 

want to advance their careers through 
part-time graduate study

• Courses offered primarily online with 
on-campus courses scheduled in the 
evening

• Leader in online education since 1997
• Home to SBU’s teacher and 

administrator certification programs
• ~200 students currently matriculated 

in the MA in Liberal Studies program
Social & Behavioral Sciences Building
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Program 
Overview
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stonybrook.edu/spd/mals
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• stonybrook.edu/spd/mals
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Student 
Advisement 
Sheet
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Master of Arts in 
Liberal Studies

• Liberal Studies Core: 12 credits (4 courses)

• Thematically-related Cluster: 18 credits (6 courses)

• Project Seminar: 3 credits (one course)

_______________________________________

Total for program: 33 credits (11 courses)
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Liberal Studies Core

• 12 credits (4 courses)
• Each Liberal Studies course is identified by a designator: Arts & 

Humanities (AHLS), Social & Behavioral Sciences (SBLS) or 
Natural & Applied Sciences (NSLS)

• Must take one of each course plus one more.
• A few are identified by two designators (e.g., “AHSB,” which 

fulfills Arts and Humanities or Social and Behavioral Sciences) 
but it can only count as one

• Cannot transfer courses to fulfill Liberal Studies requirements
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Liberal Studies Core (cont)

• Scan for Liberal Studies courses in our printed course 

listings page on the SPD website: 

www.stonybrook.edu/spd/graduate/courses

• Search in SOLAR < www.stonybrook.edu/solar > or 

in SBU Class Find <classfind.stonybrook.edu/vufind>

• View on the Summer Sessions website: 

www.stonybrook.edu/summer
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Liberal Studies Core (cont)

Identifying Liberal Studies Courses on Course Schedule
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Liberal 
Studies Core

Searching for Liberal 
Studies Courses within 
SOLAR
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Liberal 
Studies Core

Confirming Liberal 
Studies Course within 
SOLAR
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Thematically-related Cluster

• 18 credits (6 courses)
• Students design own cluster to meet their personal interests or 

professional needs
• Students can take most of the courses offered through SPD
• Students may be able to take courses from other departments 

unless those courses are restricted 
• Students may use courses from one of SPD’s certificate programs 

(but to pursue the certificate you need to apply to the program 
separately)
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Content Area Requirements 
for Teachers

Certified teachers who hold an initial license can use the 
MALS for professional licensure provided that:
•they successfully complete at least 12 credits in the content area in 
which they hold an initial license;
•final grades in these content area courses must be a "B-" (B minus) or 
better; and
•they follow the steps outlined in our Sample Professional Certification 
Application Guideline for your TEACH on-line account (links on 
website).
•See www.stonybrook.edu/spd/graduate/teacher_cert.html for 
details.
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Information for NY Teachers
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www.stonybrook.edu/spd/mals/teacher_cert.html
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Information for NY Teachers
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stonybrook.edu/spd/graduate/NYSED_courses/index.html
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CED 595 Project Seminar

• Goal is to teach students to understand and conduct 

graduate-level research

• At least 25 pages in length; APA formatted

• Must earn a “B” or higher to count toward the degree

• Students will be guided in selecting a topic for their 

research paper

• Prerequisite: 24 credit hours

• Get a head start!  Start using a reference management 

program like Zotero or EndNote now
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Planning Your Course of 
Study

• MA students have five years to complete the degree

• Four courses (12 credits) maximum course load for the 

Fall and Spring terms, but the recommendation is two 

for working students.

• SPD’s Office of Records and Admissions advises 

students on issues of policy and procedure.
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Planning Your Course of 
Study (cont)

• International students, students who are receiving 

financial assistance, students who are filing for 

licensure may have separate requirements to consider.

• Students must understand these requirements and seek 

out advisement from the Office of Teacher 

Certification, other campus offices and/or NYSED as 

needed.
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Scheduling Overview

• Online classes: 10-week terms that start at beginning of 
Fall, Spring and Summer I
• Fall and Spring: Class meets for 3 hours once per week 

for 15 weeks
• Summer I and II: Classes meet for 3.5 hours twice a 

week for 6 weeks
• Winter session courses are seldom offered (but when 

they are, they meet on four days per week for 3 weeks)
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Academic Expectations

• Be an active participant in class.

• Meet all assignment deadlines.

• Focus on the quality of your writing – including grammar & 

spelling, organization, depth of argument, intellectual 

engagement, and academic integrity. Seek help and get feedback.

• Maintain good academic standing with a minimum GPA of 3.0 

(graduate, cumulative and in the program).

• Hone your research and citation skills: seek training and 

understand the Academic Honesty Policy.
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Academic Honesty

• Cornerstone of all academic and scholarly work.

• Minimum penalty is an “F” in the course and 

suspension for one term for students found responsible 

for academic dishonesty.

• Often, accused students do not know how to properly 

cite their sources (but they are still found responsible).

• Consider viewing a recorded Citation Skills Workshop 

or registering for a live webinar in September.
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Online Learning at SPD

• Classes offered in an asynchronous graduate seminar format.
• Be mindful of workload: Each course requires about 

10-15 hours per week. 
• Be prepared to log-on and post on at least three separate days 

per week (but most students log in daily).
• Have a back-up plan: Print out material, back-up files, and 

find other resources for computing and Internet connectivity.
• Courses are “open” in Blackboard at least one week prior to 

the start of the term so check in ASAP to get started.
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Administrative Expectations

• Students are responsible for knowing and abiding by all 
SPD/SBU policies and deadlines (refer to Academic 
Calendars, SOLAR, Student Accounts website, and the 
Graduate Bulletin/SPD Supplement).
• Check SOLAR for Messages and Holds.
• Proactively search for information on the SPD Website 

and SOLAR and seek help when needed.
• When contacting a University office, please include 

your SB ID and program name.
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Administrative Expectations 
(cont)

• File for graduation in SOLAR at the start of 

your last term! Details on our website at 

www.stonybrook.edu/spd/current/graduati

on.html 

• Start using your Stony Brook email account: 

www.stonybrook.edu/mycloud
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Check Your SBU Email
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Tabbed Interface
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Calendar page at stonybrook.edu/spd/graduate/calendar
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Advisement and Assistance

Program Advisement /Assistance:

Dr. Sharon Brown
Program Coordinator/Advisor
Sharon.Brown@stonybrook.edu

SPD Records and Admissions
spd@stonybrook.edu
631.632.7050

Financial Aid:
http://www.stonybrook.edu/finaid/
finaid@stonybrook.edu
631.632.6840

Online Learning Support:
SPD Online
spd_online@stonybrook.edu

International Students:
Visa and Immigration Services
www.stonybrook.edu/visa
VIS@stonybrook.edu
631.632.4685

Teacher Certification Office:
spdgraduation_andcertification@
stonybrook.edu
631.632.7055
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Enrollment 
Information
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Get Cleared for Take-Off
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Common Enrollment Blocks 
(or Holds)

• Proof of Health Insurance

• Signing the Financial Responsibility 

Statement

• Enrollment in SB Alert

• Proof of MMR Immunization

•Missing Training – HAVEN
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When to Enroll

• Enroll as soon as you are eligible and according to your 
enrollment appointment.
• Summer and Fall enrollment begins in early April.
• Spring and Winter enrollment begins in early November. 
• SPD seldom schedules Winter courses.
• Clear up any blocks you may have before registration 

begins.
• Don’t worry about payment (yet). Secure the courses you 

need; the bill isn’t due until the close to the start of class.
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A Word About Waitlists

• The majority of online courses will eventually fill.
• Most online courses have a waitlist
• If the course you want is full, add your name to the 

waitlist. 
• If someone drops, you will be enrolled automatically.
• If enough people are on the list, a new section may be 

opened.
• Note: You are financially responsible for any course that 

you enroll in via the waitlist.
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A Word About Cancellations

• SPD does not run courses with fewer than 10 students. 
• Enroll early – we start cancelling under-enrolled 

courses about four weeks prior to the start of class.
• Check the enrollment in your course by clicking on the 

course’s title in SOLAR.
• If the course is still under-enrolled four weeks prior to 

the start of class, consider adding a second course as a 
back-up.
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Textbooks

• You can find textbook information on SOLAR and 
on the Campus Bookstore (Barnes and Noble) 
website: 
http://www.stonybrook.edu/provostliasn/booksto
re/.
• You can buy or rent your books from any place 

you choose if you have the ISBN (except special 
course packs).

47



‘
Your NetID
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Your NetID

• Accesses all of the online 
resources not available in 
SOLAR: Blackboard, SB 
Connect, E-mail, Google 
Drive, Library Resources, 
SoftWeb, etc.

• Combination of your first 
initial and last name.

• Created for you – you need 
to log into SOLAR to create 
your NetID password.
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Your NetID
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Your NetID
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Your NetID
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Your NetID
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Resources 
Mentioned 
in This 
Section

• SOLAR: http://www.stonybrook.edu/solar

• SOLAR Navigation Tips: 

http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/navigati

ng-solar-tip-and-tricks

• SOLAR FAQs/Tutorials: 

http://it.stonybrook.edu/services/solar/so

lar-for-students
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Learner Support 
Resources

55



‘

SPD Online

Visit the SPD Online 
Website at 
www.stonybrook.edu/
spd/online
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www.blackboard.stonybrook.edu
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Blackboard Browsers

• Use Firefox, Safari or Chrome (in that order of 
preference)
• The list includes Internet Explorer, but those of 

us who do tech support find that students 
report issues when they use that browser
• Available for most mobile devices—

http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/blackboard-
mobile
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Blackboard Tutorials

• Short video tutorials on every function 
within Blackboard.
• Access through the SPD Online Support 

course within Blackboard or bookmark the 
following:  
http://ondemand.blackboard.com/studen
ts.htm
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Blackboard Support Resources

• SPD Online Student Support 
spd_online@stonybrook.edu
• SPD Online Support site in Blackboard
• Open SUNY Network (After-Hours Support)

M-Th, 5:00pm – 9:00pm Eastern 
Saturday, 10:00am – 5:00pm Eastern
Sunday, 1:00pm – 9:00pm Eastern
OpenSUNYHelp@suny.edu or 1-844-673-6786
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SPD Library Guide
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guides.library.stonybrook.edu/spd/
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Library Instructional 
Resources

• On-campus and online workshops delivered by instructional 
librarians. Register at http://library.hsclib.sunysb.edu/instruction

• Webinars are recorded or offered in the Fall:
Research Skills for SPD Students, September Date TBD
Citation Skills for SPD Students, September Date TBD

• We also recommend Zotero or EndNote workshops or tutorials for 
reference management. Other video tutorials are also available.
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Zotero
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Zotero
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•Writing Center tutors can help you improve 
your writing.
•Must plan well in advance and have 

assignment info and draft information at the 
ready.
• E-mail and telephone appointments available.
• Visit
www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/writrhet/writin
g_center/appointment.html
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Professional Socialization and Career 
Resources

• Phi Delta Kappa: 
www.stonybrook.edu/spd
/pdk
• Stony Brook Career 

Center: 
career.stonybrook.edu/
• Graduate Student 

Success: 
www.stonybrook.edu/spd
/success

Phi Delta Kappa, the professional association for educators, maintains an active SBU Chapter.
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Technology 
Resources
• DoIT (Division of Information Technology):

Everything you need to know about 
computing at SBU. Free and dramatically 
discounted software, University software 
tutorials, and more.

http://it.stonybrook.edu/services/catalog/a
-z/all

• Stony Brook E-mail: 
www.stonybrook.edu/mycloud
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Keep in Touch!

facebook.com/spdstonybrook 

twitter.com/spd_stonybrook

youtube.com/user/StonyBrookSPDonline
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MASTER OF ARTS STUDENT ORIENTATION


